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ancient sacrifices and general meetings seem to have't
held after the gathering of harvest ; the first-fruits, for In-
stance; for the people had most leisure at that time, when
they were offering sacrifices and paying honours to the gods
In those meetings, and providing themselves an agreeable
relaxation. But all these seem to be subordinate to political
community 5 for this desires not present advantage, but
what is so for the whole of life. All communities therefore
seem to be parts of the political community 5 and similar
friendships will follow similar communities.

CHAP. X.

Of different forms of government, monarchy y aristocracy, timo*
cracy; and the corruptions of them, tyranny, oligarchy, and
democracy. A counterpart of each of these is found in private
families-

I. THERE are three forms of civil government, and as
many deflections, which are as it were corruptions of them*
The governments are, a kingdom, an aristocracy, and a
third from the influence of property, which it seems proper
to call a timocracy : but the generality are accustomed to
apply the term government or commonwealth exclusively to
this last.

g. The deflection from kingly power is tyranny 5 for both
are monarchies : but there is the greatest difference between
them j for the tyrant looks to his own benefit, the king to
that of his subjects; for he is not a king who is not inde-
pendent, and who does not abound in all goods $ but such
a person as this wants nothing else j and consequently he
would not be considering what Is beneficial to himself, but
to his subjects; for he that does not act so, must be a kind
of king chosen by Iot8 But tyranny is opposite to this; for
a tyrant pursues his own peculiar good. And it appears more